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Sherry Ann Cole

NOV 8, 1946 - NOV 26, 2024

S herry Ann Cole, dedicated educator and community leader, passed away on
Tuesday, November 26, 2024, at the Solace House of the Ozarks in Joplin
Missouri. She was 78 years old.

Born on November 8, 1946, in Henryetta, Oklahoma, Sherry was the daughter of Ray and Wanda
(Bevan) Baker. She moved to Joplin, Missouri at an early age and graduated from Joplin High
school in 1964, where she was an active Rainbow Girl during her youth, and attended Girls State.

Sherry pursued her passion for education, attending Missouri Southern State College and earning
her Master's degree from Pittsburg State University in Education Administration. Throughout her
distinguished career, she taught Biology and Chemistry at several schools, including Sarcoxie,
Carl Junction, and Riverton High School, where she retired from teaching. She also taught at
Labette Community College.

Her professional journey included serving as an Assistant Superintendent in Lexington, Missouri,
for two years. She was particularly passionate about community service, serving as the Regional
Director of the Alzheimer's Association Joplin office for six years. She also opened the first non-
medical home care company, Compassionate Care Senior Services, in the Joplin area, then
expanding into Oklahoma.

On February 22, 1975, Sherry married Jerry L. Cole in Joplin, Missouri. Beyond her professional
achievements, Sherry was a devoted family woman. Sherry was deeply involved in every
community where she taught, her life was characterized by her commitment to family, education,
and service.

Sherry is survived by her loving husband, Jerry L. Cole; her children Scott Cole (Lesa), Kerri Still,
and Kelly Cole (Hannah Metcalf); grandchildren Colin Cole, Alex Still (Ashley), MJ Still, Abigail
Cole, and Jullian Cole; three great-grandchildren Jace, Avery, and Brooklyn; her brother Philip
Baker; and two nephews, Jeff Cole and Mark Baker.
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Obituary Sherry Ann Cole

NOV 8, 1946 - NOV 26, 2024

She was preceded in death by her parents.

A Celebration of Sherry's life will be held Saturday, November 30, 2024, in the Conference Center
at the Christ Community Church in Joplin starting at 2:00pm with a Remembrance Candle
Lighting at 3:15pm. Feel free to come and go as you please during Sherry's celebration.

The family has requested guests not wear all black for the celebration.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be directed to the Alzheimer's Association or the
Solace House of the Ozarks.
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Events

Celebration of Life

ﬁ Saturday, November 30, 2024
(® 2:00PMCT

(© christ's Community - Joplin
2700 E 44th St, Joplin MO 64804-5209

“tg

Anne Ridge

Sherry Ann Cole

NOV 8, 1946 - NOV 26, 2024
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=37.0391415,-94.483958

Tribute Wall Sherry Ann Cole

NOV 8, 1946 - NOV 26, 2024

Donna Hansen posted:

Sherry and | went to from early elementary through high school. We teased each other that she was
younger than me by one day. Rest in Peace.

November 29 at 8:45 PM

Beverly Trujillo posted:

Sherry was my cousin and was 5 years older. | remember her as a teenager with a cute figure, all
dressed up and going to dances. While | only knew her in person for a few months | heard about her
my whole life. My most memorable story was how she had to inject Jonas Salk, polio virus inventor
and how nervous she was. She had a big heart, | know that. Rest in peace, Sherry.

November 29 at 6:46 AM

@ Carol Jones November 30 at 7:16 PM

My deepest sympathies to Jerry and to her whole family!! She was my coudin’s cousin but
since we grew up together in Joplin she always seemed like my own cousin!! Then for a very
short while we were “neighbors” in Webb City at the Redwood Gardens Estates ! | will miss
our little chats when our paths would cross at the mailboxes! She always had a smile and | will
miss her! @ Carol Evans Jones
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Sherry by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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